
Accessory Dwelling Units 

What is an Accessory Dwelling Unit? 

An Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) is a single 
dwelling unit of limited size that is on the same lot 
as a single-family home. ADUs can be located within 
the main structure or in an accessory building. ADUs 
must comply with all requirements of building code, 
including a frost-protected foundation. They also 
require at least one parking space. A rental permit is 
also required for an Accessory Dwelling Unit.  

ADUs can be used to provide independent living 
space close to family for aging adults or can be 
leased as an affordable option for unrelated renters, 
which would generate income for property owners. 

ADUs are permitted in all residential zones, though 
they require a Conditional Use Permit in lower 
density Suburban and Agricultural Zones. See the 
table below for more information. 

Contact the Development Services Department to 
apply for a Special Use Permit for an 
Accessory Dwelling Unit. 

ADU Requirements
 Must obtain a Special Use Permit
 The ADU may not be sold separately from the

principal unit and must be located on the
same lot

 ADUs may be incorporated within or added on
to an existing house, garage, or other
permitted structure, or may be built as a
separate, detached structure.

 ADUs are subject to regulations for a structure
in the underlying zone district, including lot
and bulk standards, height, setback, and
building coverage requirements.

 Mobile homes, manufactured housing,
recreational vehicles, travel trailers, or other
wheeled and transportable structures may not
be used as ADUs.

 The maximum size of an ADU is 50% of the
square footage of the primary structure, or
800 square feet, whichever is less.

 The minimum size of an ADU is 220 square
feet of living space, not including bathrooms
and closets.

 An existing accessory structure whose height
or setbacks do not meet the requirements of a
dwelling in its zone district may be converted
into an ADU, but the structure may not be
altered in any way that increases the non-
compliance.

 One ADU is permitted per lot.
 Home occupations may be permitted in an

ADU.

ADUs Zone District 

Permitted I-LI
S-MC
S-MR
S-RM1
S-RM2
T-IM

T-ML
T-R1
T-RF
T-RH
U-DC
U-DG

U-NG
U-NR
U-NT
U-VG
U-VR
U-VT

Conditional Use A-AG
A-RR
S-RLL

S-RL1
S-RL2

S-RLF
S-MH

Not Permitted I-GI
P-PO

P-IN
P-AP


